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TO THE 
REVEREND THE MEMBERS OF THE 
YNOD of LOTHITAN and TWEEDDALE, 
RE FOLLOWING 
EE M AW 
IS INSCRIBED, 
WITH THE MOST PROFOUND RESPECT, 
1 
THEIR VERY HUMBLE, 
AND MOST DEVOTED SERVANT, _ 
THE AUTHOR. 
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TO THE PUBLIC. 


TRE Popiſh Bill was a meaſure 


which for a conſiderable time engrofſed 


the attention of the public. A little 
ſpark was kindled into a great flame, 
and almoſt every tongue and pen, which 
could either ſpeak or write, were em- 


ployed in the cauſe. I mean not in 


this eſſay to conſider the propriety or 


impropriety of the Bill, which is for 
the preſent laid aſide; my only inten- 
tion is to make a few Remarks on the 


Speeches delivered in the Synod of Lo- 
thian and Tweeddale on that important 


ſubject. I apprehend ſome; things in 


them merit. praiſe, and ſors. cenſure, 
but I ſhall leave this to the determina- 


tion of, the inge reader, 2 
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Tu E Synod met, and 3 other mat - 
ters being diſcuſſed, this affair was intro- 
duced by the Reverend Mr Remp. The 
firſt who ſpoke was Dr Henry, who ſhews, 
in the cleareſt manner, that although the 
learned among the Papiſts deny the wor- 


ſhipping of images, yet che vulgar com- 


mit the groſſeſt idolatry. He proves it by 
the following anecdote: When the re- 
formers had broke into the Romiſh chapel 
in this metropolis, and broken the images, 
c. two women went to worſhip in it, not 
knowing what was done; they ſaw nothing 
but bare walls, and one of them exclaim- 
ed, O Janet! what will become of us 


* now? © theſe wicked and abominable 


« devils! they have left us nothing to 
4 worſhip now but God Almighty, and 
ce we cannot tell whither we ſhall ever ſee 


c him or not?” This is a melancholy 


though evident proof of their idolatry. 
But the ignorant and vulgar have not 


been the only perſons guilty of this, as 


the following ſentence from Bellarmine, 
one of their approved divines, will ſhew : 
He ſays, © Images are not only to be wor- 
* as they are examples, but alſo 

Ss properly 


2 


preperl and by We ſo that the wor- 
Ship may terminate on them &.“ 

Although the ſcripture ſays, there is 
only one mediator, they worſhip angels 
and ſaints as ſuch, as in the following 
prayer: O Agnes, woman of the Lamb! 
do thou enlighten us within, deſtroy the 
roots of ſin; O excellent Lady ! after the 
grievances of this world, do thou tranſlate 
us to the company of the bleſſed 4.” 

Dr Barclay ſpoke next. He declared his 
diſlike of many abſurd doctrines and ſu- 
perſtitious rites of the Romiſh Church, 
and particularly her perſecuting ſpirit. 
He looks upon it as the glory of the pre- 
ſent age, though inferior in many things 
to our anceſtors, that the rights of con- 
{cience, and the principles of religious to- 
leration, are now better underſtood. And 
as an argument for the Bill, he ſays, 
4 But whatever neceſſity there might be 
for ſuch penal ſtatutes, when they were 
firſt enacted, the circumſtances of the 
times, as well as the tempers and diſpoſi- 
tions of men, are now happily altered.“ 
With all ſubmiſſion to his ſuperior know- 
ledge, I cannot allow, though the circum- 
ſtances of the times are changed, that 
there can be a proper reaſon for introdu- 
cing Popery; for by what other name ſo 
proper can I call the Bill? Although go- 
vernment have occaſion for both the 


"Ro 
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heart and the hands of the fubjects; tho' 
they have plunged the nation into an un- 


natural war, which has occaſioned ano- 
ther; though they have cauſed trade to 


A languiſh, and manufactures to decline 


to me it is not at all clear, that they were 
entitled to remove thoſe barriers againſt 
Popery, directly to infringe the coullitu- 
tion, and the inviolable articles of the 
Union; and if we were certain of the 
hearty aſliſtance of Papiſts againſt a catho- 
lic power, it would be purchaſing it in- 
deed at a very high price. But | differ 
ſo far from the Doctor, as to think the 


circumſtances of the times ought to 


hinder us from repealing theſe laws ; for 
when arbitrary meaſures are not diſliked; 
when the bulk of the nation are indit- 
ferent to all religion, and muſt become an 
eaſy prey to popiſh emiſſaries; and when 
the clergy, the guardians of our ſacred li- 
berties, are endeavouring to pull them 
down—do not theſe circumſtances call a- 
loud for our endeavours to preſerve theſe 
privileges we are ſtill poſſeſſed of? 

As to the tempers and diſpoſitions of 
men being altered, I deny that thoſe of 


the Papiſts are fo, where they have the 


power: But as to ſome of ours having un- 
dergone a change, this I muſt, thougli 
with ſorrow, confeſs to be true; and I 


need go no farther than the ſpeech pre- 


ſently before me to prove the affertion. 
A 2 "e-. 
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He ſays, © It appears to me evidently 
to be the general ſenſe of the nation at 
preſent, that it is now full time to miti- 
gate the ſeverity of theſe penal ſtatutes, 
from the ſurpriſing unanimity with 
Which the Bill for that purpoſe paſſed 
through both Houſes of Parliament.“ 
It now appears evidently centrary to the | 
general ſenſe of the nation to mitigate 
theſe laws, from the advertiſements from 
all quarters; and if we conſider, that the | 
Bill was brought into Parliament at the 
cloſe of the ſeſſion, when the houſe was 
thin, and hurried through before even the 
report had reached the half of England, | 
tome ſuſpicions, I doubt not, will ariſe 
about this boaſted unanimzty. 

Some time ago, when an extraordinary 
meaſure was propoſed, we thought upon 
it; the next, we wondered at; the third, 
we were ſurpriſed at ; the fourth, we were | 
confounded at; ſo on till we loſt words 
to expreſs ourſelves; and at length ac- 
cuſtomed to things wonderful and ſurpri- 
ſing, we exclaimed, All rs wonderful in 
this wonderful age Need we be ſurpriſed 
that a parliament, filled with minitterial 
dependants, could paſs ſuch a law; when 
a reverend, and a once venerable aſſembly 
of divines, could fit ſilent on the alarming 
occaſion? But we have ſeen even in aſ- 
ſemblies certain men collected for certain 

Pkg purpoſes, 
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words againſt it. 


1 


purpoſes; and we have ſeen 2 certain 


gentleman lead them as he pleaſed. The 


Doctor propoſes to imitate the wiſe policy 
of Holland, to prohibit Papiits from edu- 
cating Proteſtant youth. This would do 
very well, but what I am to- propoſe 1 
dare ſay would be till more efticacious, 
and it is this: Since Catholics are to have 


ſuch liberties, let it be on condition of 


introducing the Swediſh law; let an ope- 
ration, well known in Italy, be performed 


on every perſon exerciſing the function of 


a prieſt, or ſchoolmaſter: the former do 
not marry, therefore it would not be very 
hurtful to the population of the country, 
and theſe gentlemen, who. encompaſs tea 
and land: to make proſelytes, will not, I 
dare ſay, think it a great hardſhip to be 
made eunuchs, that they may enjoy that 
liberty. 

The Reverend Dr Erfiine ſpoke warmly 
againſt the Bill, and adduced many incon- 
trovertable inſtances of the perſecuting 
iperit of Popery. 

Mr Walter at Cramond faid a few 

Dr M. Farlane ſpoke in a moſt animated 
manner againſt the Bill ; declared he was 
as much averſe as any one to perſecution 
for conſcience ſake; and ſaid, that The 
Papiſts have no reaſon. to complain of the 


uſage they have received : we have not 


attacked them, but they have attacked. 


W 
us: and were the penal laws againſt them 
repealed, they would become bold, erect. 
ſeminaries, and train up in their principles, 
not only their own, but the children of 

Proteſtants. If ever they gain the aſcen- 
dency, they are by no means moderate; 
and moſt certainly would not be ſo, tho? 

they had fo great an example of modera- 
tion in the conduct of Parliament: for the 
repeal of theſe laws was not the effect of 
policy ; it was againſt all principles of 
found policy to allow the Papiſts ſuch li- 
berty, when a few years ago they refuſed 

it to the Diſſenters; but the principles of 
moderation might be, and in this inſtance 
were carried too far. It is prudent there- 
fore to oppoſe the repeal, and as guardi- 
ans of religion the Synod ought to do ſo.“ 
The next who ſpoke, was Mr Allan 
M*-Connochie Advocate, a very zealous 
friend to the Bill, and who ſupported it 
with all the eloquenee he could muſter up. 
He is not even ſatisfied with the indul- 
gence already granted, but he hopes, ſince n 
we have repealed one law againſt Papiſts, b 
the reſt of them ſhall not be left to dif- h 
grace us. Among other things he aſks, Þ ti 
„What is/ this indulgence ? It is the repeal it 
of a very ſevere law paſfed in England in fl 
the reign of William III. againſt Papiſts; be 
but under this proviſo, that no Papiſt ſhall d 
enjoy the benefit of this repeal, without T 
taking a moſt ſolemn oaths” : a 
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1 am ſurpriſed that any perſon the leaſt 


acquainted | with the hiſtory of his own 
country, with the hiſtory of the Popes; or 
who has the leaſt knowledge of the prin- 
ciples of that religion, ſhould pp the 
leaſt dependence -on the oath of a Papift 


in this matter. Can they thus abjure the 


primary tenets of their religion, and {ill 
remain Papiſts ? He ſays, This act does 
not authorize them to teach public 
ſchools,” If I underſtand the language 
of the act, it expreſsly removes the penal- 
ty againſt Papiſts teaching ſchools ; and 


| when the puniſhment is removed, What 


hinders them from teaching them? He 
ſays, ſuch laws cannot be too ſoon repeal - 
ed; and a little after, © They diſclaim in- 

deed any with to execute them: But 
why then retain them, to be an engine in 
the- hands of a vile informer, or of a ty- 


E rannical magiſtrate, for the oppreſſion of 


an obnoxious individual?“ 

Theſe laws, I am well informed, have 
never been uſed to anſwer ſuch purpoſes ; 
but by our not exerciſing them, it plain- 
ly ſhews, with what mildneſs we wiſh to 
treat them. Would this gentleman think 
it a crime to enact a law againſt the man 
from whoſe wicked practices, and maleyo- 
lent diſpoſitions, the community was in 
danger? or would he think it prudent, to 


remove every law againft murder, becauſe. 


at that time none were committed? 


He 


He further ſays, „I hope it is meant 
that the Papiſts in England ſhall receive 
more indulgence than the late act has gi- 
ven them.” Can any thing breathe forth 
greater liberality of ſentiment than this? 
It does honour to him who ſpoke it, it 
does honour to the Synod, it does honour 
to Scotland, it does honour to Britain, 
and it does honour to the age in which 
it was uttered | Methinks, I hear the Ge- 

nius of Britain, (I ſhall not ſay whither 
good or evil) hovering over St. Stephen's 
chapel *, and addreſſing the Parliament in 
the following words:“ Go on, O ye wiſeſt 
Parliament that ever filled: theſe ſacred 
walls, whoſe virtue the power of gold it- 
ſelf cannot corrupt; whoſe patriotiſm is 
unequalled, whole diſſintereſtedneſs is un- 
exampled, whoſe love of poſts or penſions 
is unſuſpected, whoſe regard for the mini- 
ſtry is as little doubted, as merited; un- 
der whoſe auſpices military atchievements 
and political government have elevated 
the Britiſh empire to the higheſt pinnacle 
of terreitrial. glory; by whom our gene- 
rals have been loaded with pecuniary e- 
moluments, for introducing a new me- 
thod of waring by Meſchianzas and Maſ- 
querades; whole ingenuity bas converted 
Roman triumphs into Britiſh trials, in ho- 
nour of admirals, who were honoured 
with the perſonal eſteem, and promiſed pro; 
* The houſe: where the Parliament meets. 
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tection of their 8 Perſevere in 
this virtuous courſe ; let not one a&, one 
law, one penalty, nor one puniſhment a- 
gainſt Papiſts remain: their principles are 
harmleſs, their conduct has a/ways been 
irreproachable; they will afifl you with 
thouſands of men and millions of money; 
let them have places of truſt, the com- 
mand of our armies, and ſeats in our courts 
of juſtice, they will diſpel theſe narrow 


minded ideas which have too long infeſt- 


ed theſe kingdoms ; they will bring reli- 
gious freedom from Rome, and they will 


import civil liberty from France!“ 


He next examines the grounds on which 
we are to interfere in this matter: A8 
Chriſtians, I deny you can interfere ; if 
there is in nature an indubitable propo- 
ſition it is this, that the profeſſors of a true 
religion cannot take any meafure for the 
ſecurity of their religion, which the pro- 


feſſors of a falſe religion may not equally 


take.” Extraordinary doctrine indeed! 
Shocking to the feelings of any well-wiſh- 
er to the Chriſtian faith! He aflerts, that 
he who bows down to a ſtock or a ſtone, 
or who pays adoration to a leek or an 


onion, is equally authorized to ſecure his 


religion, as the worſhippers of Almighty 
God! I wiſh he had ſtopt here; but what 
follows is of a much more fatal nature. 
He ſays, © As every honeſt religioniſt who 
believes ſincerely in the truth of his reli- 

gion, 


1 

gion, it is plain as the ſun, that all ſack 
are equally entitled to act on this belief.“ 

Now I would aik what he means by 
acting on his belief? One man puts ano- 
ther to death, becauſe he is perſuaded he 
does not worſhip God as he ought to do: 
He believes he does right ; and he ads ac- 
cordingly on his belief, by killin g him who 
differs from him. Is not this acting on 
his belief? Is it conſiſtent with common 
ſenſe, to ſay that the Papiſts were as well 


entitled to ſend LES of Proteſtants 


to the flames, as another ſet were to pro- 
pagate their tenets by every mild and 


gentle method, becauſe the former belie- 


ved they were in the right? 

He next inquires if we can interfere as 
citizens? He anſwers, No. He ſays, We 
have no reaſon to diſtruſt the legiſlature 
as too indulgent to Popery, while it re- 
tains in force even the laws of Elizabeth 
and james. Nor does it need your infor- 
mation on the matter: Scot{men, and 
Scots lawyers, are among its ableſt mem- 
bers.” As to truſting to the legiſlature, I 
have ſome doubts about that; for what 
can we reaſon but from what we know! my 
And we know miniſtry too well to put 
any truſt in them. I am no party writer: 
I would neither vote with the oppo/e tion, 
becauſe it is ſo, nor with the miniſtry on 


account of their power and influence. L 


believe both parties commit egregious 


blunders : 
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blunders: but altho' both have dropt this 
Bill for the preſent, this ſhould not lull us 
altogether aſleep; we ought to be on our 
guard againſt the leaſt infringement of our 
rights and liberties, 
As one argument for the Bill he men- 

tions the liberty of the preſs. © Here, 
fays he, the preſs is open, and light (if ac- 
cels is given) muſt overcome darkneſs : 
There never could have been Popery had 
there been always a preſs.” This to be ſure 
is a very weighty argument for the Bill. 

Becauſe we enjoy the liberty of the preſs, 
we need not be afraid of Popery. Why 
then is not this religion altogether aboliſh- | 
ed ſince the preſs is ſo powerful? We lee 
it encreaſing here, and we have had for 
ſome time paſt the preſs in its fulleſt liber- 
ty. He obſerves, © It has been ſaid, there 
are many Proteſtants in this country, who 


have no acceſs to ſend their children to 


Proteſtant ſchools; and that ſuch would 
be a prey to Popith teachers: And why 
not? Better be taught Popery, than left 
to utter ignorance, irreligion, and bar- 
bariſm. I think every man would rather 
wiſh his ſon to be bred a Papiſt, than 
without ſome religion: I am ſure, I for 
one would wiſh it.“ I dare ſay Mr Mac- 
Connochie will have very few Proteſtants 
to join him in this. I would conſider a 
perſon without any religion in a much. 
better ſituation than if he was bred a bi- 
SIE gotted 
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Papiſt, becauſe he never could commit, in 
a Rate of nature, theſe enormous crimes 
which Papiſts have done for the ſake of 
their religion, ſetting aſide the abſurdities 
of their daily worſhip. 

The Reverend Mr Johnſton at Leith ſpoke 
very ſenſibly againſt the Bill. 

The Reverend Dr M- Carmoct at Preſton- 
pans, thus expreſſed himſelf: < I rife up 
to declare my hearty approbation of the 
propoſed extenſion of the law for the re- 
lief of Roman Catholics in Scotland: I 
maintain, that they have now given all 
the ſecurity for their being good ſubjects, 
and good members of ſociety, that the 
wiſdom not only of man, but even the wi/- 
dom of God, could deviſe,” However anxi- 
ous the Doctor might be to ſupport the 
Bill, he ought, at Igaſt, to have kept with- 
10 the bounds of moderation. To ſay that 
even the wiſdom of God could deviſe, no 
cater ſecurity than this, was ſurely go- 
1ng a great length indeed : For though an 
oath be an end of all ſtrife among men, it 
does not follow, that Almighty God can- 
not deviſe a better ſecurity. What is it 
that we know concerning the bounds of 
the infinite and unſearchable wiſdom of 
Almighty God? Surely little indeed, and 
very. little: Certainly it is high preſump- 
tion in man, a finite and created being, to 
judge of the wiſdom of his infinite and al- 
mighty Creator. Men are blameable wake 

make 
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in make TE of dete i large; or impro- 

es per expreſſions, in ſupporting a cauſe with 
of their fellow creatures: But he who pge- 

es ſumes to ſet bounds to infinite wiſdom, 
I know not what anne can ng. 

-e his crime. 

Dr Grieve at Dalkeith ſake very keen- 

n- ly for the Bill; ſaid, That ſome mem- 
ip bers, who were for granting relief to Ro- 

ge man Catholics, ſeemed to think it dange- 
c. rous to allow them the public exerciſe of 

11 theirreligion : but, for his part, he thought 
ait much ſafer to do ſo, than to confine | 
ts, | them to the exerciſe: of it in private.” | 
he But let me tell you Doctor there is this dif- 
if ference, if they had the public exerciſe of , 
their religion they would have the law in "44 
ie | their favours, and what lengths might | 
h. | they not go if this was the caſe? We are | 
at faficiently ſenſible of their inſolence al- | 
\o ready, and when men have a law on their 
o- | fide, they may reaſonably expect the pro- 
in | tection of it: Therefore the Doctor's rea- 
it | ſoning on this ſubje& is vague, but per- 
1. | haps it was the only argument he had to 
it | uſe in favour of the Bill. If this matter 
of ever comes to be debated again, I hope the 
of 
d 
* 


Doctor will come forth better prepared. 
The Rev. Principal Robertſon ſpoke 
next, a gent;2man placed at the head of a 
o | juſtly celebrated Univerſity, and diſtin- 
5 uiſhed byhis abilities as an hiſtorian, whoſe 
hr n will tranſmit his name 
-e | B with 
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with honour to the lateſt poſterity. I am 


ſorry 1 cannot pay him the fame compli- 
ment with regard: to his ſervices to the 
Church of Scotland. I very much doubt 
of his merits in this reſpect, and I believe 
too many will be found of the fame opi- 
nion. 

A regard for the livings of the Church 
of Scotland, ſeems always to have been 
nearer his heart than the religion of it. 


The many unhappy and growing diſſen- 


tions from the church, will make us long 
lament the too often abuſed right of pa- 
tronage, and its conſequent violent ſettle. 


ments, which the Doctor has conſtantly 


ſupported with all his power and influ- 


ence; and it is equally to be lamented, 


that too many of the clergy have been 
diſpoſed to tread in his ſteps: However, I 
muſt do them the juſtice to ſay, that this 
probably happens more from their love of 
the Church, or of the ſtipend, if you pleaſe, 


than from a conviction of the juſtice of 


the 1acaſure, and from their expectations 
of preferment by his influence, they are 
willing the reverend Doctor ſhould lead 
them by the noſe, where and howſoever 
he pleaſes. 

Let us next i ſome of his argu- 
ments concerning the Bill: believe it is 
unneceſſary to tell my readers he ſpoke for 
it. He begins thus,“ J will not ſet out as 
ſome others have done, with declaring my 

deteſtation 
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ciples of Popery: For after having had 
accaſion to ſtudy ſo minutely the hiſtory 
of the Reformation, both in this country, 
and in Germany, where it firſt took its 
riſe, to ſuſpect me of entertaining any 


prejudices in favour of Popery, would be 


ſuppoling me to have a very bad head in- 
deed,” | | 
It was doubtleſs very proper to begin 
his fpeech with a compliment to himſelf ; 
but from it we may learn, that the men 
who have had the greateſt opportunities of 
knowing the practices and principles of 
Popery, and who are well acquainted with 
its dangerous tenets, are not always theſe 
to whom we may look for ſupport againſt it. 

He ſays, All that the ſtatute paſled 
laſt winter did, was only to deprive in- 


| formers of a premium, in order to obtain 


which, they had frequently obliged the 


civil magiſtrate to convict people of that 


perſuaſion.” | 
Nov in the former part of thisvery ſame 
ſpeech, he enumerates all the advantages 
which the Engliſn Papiſts enjoy from this 
repeal; and here he ex preſsly ſays, all that 
was done for them, was only depriving in- 
formers againſt Papiſts of a premium. 
That the reader may judge for himſelf, 
I ſhall tranſcribe his own words verbatim. 
© The clauſes contained in the acts made 
in the reign of King William, from which 

n „ relief 


| deteſtation and abhorrence of the prin- | 
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reli * Was granted laſt winter, were on 
four. 1. That clauſe which diſables all per- 
ſons educated in, or profeſſing the Popiſh 
religion, to inherit, or take by deicent, de- 
vile, or limitation, any eſtate or inherit- 
ance in England, and gives to the next of 
kin, being a Proteſtant, a right to enjoy 
the ſame. 2. That clauſe which diſables 
all perſons profeſſing the Popiſh religion 
to purchaſe any eſtate in England, and 
which makes void all purchaſes by them, 
or by any other perſon for their behoof. 
3. That clauſe which ſubjects to perpetual 
impriſonment all Popiſli prieſts or Jeſuits, 
who ſhall perform any act of religious 
worthip according to the rites of the 
Church of Rome, or take on them the e- 
ducation of youth. 4. That which con- 
ters a premium or reward on informers 
_ againſt Prieſts or Jeſuits, to be paid on 
conviction of the offender.” Certainly theſe 
clauſes contain ſomething more than a 
mere premium to informers. 
« Amongſt all the arguments,” ſays 55 
made uſe of in repealing the penal fta- 
tutes, none has been more inſiſted on, and 
yet none appears to be more abſurd, than 
that drawn from the perſecution raiſed 
againſt the Proteſtants by the Roman Ca- 
tholics. What was this, but in other 
words, ſaying, Becauſe they perſecute us, 
we will alſo perſecute them.“ It was cer- 


uy from motives very different that 
: theſe 


theſe laws were firſt enacted, 2 and it i from 
me: ives as different, that they have hi- 
therto ſtood unrepealed.— Is it perſecuting 
2 man to hinder him from Ne 
others? No, ſurely it is not. 

He concludes his ſpeech by expreſſing 
his ſurpriſe, how ſuch general apprehen- 
ſions had ariſen from this repeal, when 
the gentleman who mentioned it laſt win- 
ter in Parliament, and in laſt general af- 
fembly, his intention to move fomething, 
of this kind, was his Majeſty's Advocate, 
a gentleman moſt zealouſſy attached to our 
happy conſtitution in Church and State. 

No doubt it was happy for Scotland that 
2 gentleman of ſuch ability as the Lord 
Advocate was to prepare the Bill; but 
1- I doubt if for this reaſon we ought to 
rs join with the Doctor in forwarding it. 
n Did he imagine the people of Scotland 
ſe were like the county of Mid Lothian? 
a Had it been a meaſure which concerned 
this county, which his Lordſhip repreſents 
in Parliament, they wenld have ruſhed 
foreward to ſupport it right or wrong, 
and they would have ated both prudent- 
ly and conſiſtently in ſo doing; for men 
who have ſuch high expectations, or may 
be ranked among their dependants, ſhould 
r | beware of diſobliging theſe from whom 
they expect favours. 

However, there are ſome exceptions 
t Tom. this number, and there are ſome even 
- e, B 3 among 


we Wo 


— 


among that venal et, who dare to eſpouſe 


the cauſe of religion and virtue. 


remember a gentleman moved in one 


of their county. meetings, to take this Bill 


under conſideration, and he had only one to 


ſecond the motion. The whole tribe were 
ſilent, except a few, who ſaid it was bet- 
ter to put it off. But reader, cannot thou 


gueſs the reaſon? Do you think theſe 


gentlemen were like the wiſe, public ſpi- 


rited, patriotic COUNCIL or MON- 


TROSE, neither for nor againſt it, and 
both againſt it and for it ? No, this is not 


the caſe neither, but I ſhall leave you to 


find it out. 


The Rev. Dr Dick ſpoke next. © Is it, 


ſaid he, unbecoming a Proteſtant Synod 


to give information to Parliament what 
they apprehend may be the conſequences 
of this indulgence? They only give a 
piece of information, that in caſe all the 
former penalties are repealed, ſome regard 
ſhould be had to this country, by not ſuf- 


fering the Papiſts to practiſe their arts 


upon Proteſtants, or teach their children. 
This ſurely is not perſecution? Is it perſe- 
cuting a man, if I will not allow him to 


teach my children?” _ 
The Rev. Dr Webſter cl 
when they came to their reſolution &. But 
„% Whereas an alarm had been ſpread, not only 
within the bounds of this Synod, but thro? the whole 
8 | country, 


oſed the debate, 


| deeb 19 | 
indeed, with greater propriety, they might 
have ſaid that they came to uo reſolution 


at all; for while one part is againſt the 


Bull, another declares we need apprehend 
no danger from it. Of all the reſolutions 


which have appeared, even from the moſt 


inſignificant 


conntry, of the danger to which our moſt important 
intereſts would be expoſed, ſhould the laws againſt Po- 
pery be repealed : and whereas many apprehended 
that, in conſequence of the late act of the 18th George 
the Third, repealing the penal ſtatutes of the 11th 
and 12th of the reign of King William, Popiſh bi- 
ſhops and prieſts are thereby authoriſed to jay mals 
publicly, and to open ſchools for the education and 
boarding of youth, and to take every method of diſ- 
ſeminating their dangerous tenets in England: Aud 
more particularly, that ſuch effects of this repeal may 
extend to thoſe who were of the order of Jeſuits, 
whoſe principles even Roman Catholic ſtates deemed 
pernicious. | While others are of opinion, that the 
above mentioned repeal has no other effect, than to 
ſet aſide the ſevere penalties contained in the ſame act 


Jof William III. and to grant to perſons profeſſing the 
Popiſh religion, certain civil privileges therein men- 


tioned.) 

“ Amidſt theſe various ſentiments, the Synod, 
while they declare their firm adherence to the princi- 
ples of liberty, and the right of pri ate judgment, 
they have no intention to interfere with the legiſla- 
ture in matters of civil rights, and do by no means 
wiſh that any perſon ſhouid be deprived of his inheri- 


| tance, or ſubjected to civil penalties for conſcience 


fake : they, at the ſame time, expreſs their hopes 
that if ſuch repeal ſhall be extended to this part of 
the united kingdom, the wiſdom and attention of the 


legiſlature will make effectual proviſion, under pro- 


per {anctions, to prevent all the dangers that are ap- 
prehended from that repeal.” : 


— _ * 


- 
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inſignificant rariſhos-it in Scotland. this 18 
the moſt extraordinary Such liſtleſſneſs, 
and ſuch a want of ſpirit, pervades the 
whole, that we may juſtly conclude the ma- 


* 


jority were not hearty in the cauſe. But 


perhaps another reaſon may be aſſigned; 
it was very late before the debates were 
cloſed, and probably ſome of the Reverend 


Gentlemens ſtomachs were putting them 


in mind that it was proper they ſhould take 
care of their 0207 bodies, now that they had 
made ſach ample proviſion for the fouls of 
their flocks. 

I ſhall conclude theſe Remarks with the 


7 following lines of the Poet. 


— — quid noviſti rectius iſtis, 
Candidus imperti Si nan, hs utere mecun- 


THE END. 


